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Study night Now: Flowering Plants 


Our guest speaker was Graham Ambrose whose 
interest is in Mosses:, Lichen, etc. 


The Genera of Australien Lichens. 


Lichens are peculiar organisms comprising two 
partners, one a fungus the other an Algae. What we 
see is the fungus. The reproductive parts are the 
fungus and the organism contains only the fungus spore 


if these can land near an algae, the partnership is 
formed. 


The fungus partner acts like blotting paper - 
and soaks up any moisture. Lickens do well in areas 
where other plants fail as the algae is photosynthetic 
The plant body is known as 4 challus, underneath is 
the root - like anchoring system. Eventually, thts 
can break down the rocke These root like appendages 
are called Rhizoids. 
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_ Blue green algae has a mucilage which is very 
Sslimey (Gelatinous) and slippery when moist. These 
algae can live seperately but the fungi doesn't, it 
lives on the algae like a paresite. 


One that grows on cuttings is called Baemyces. 
The podetium is the stalked structure that bears 
fruiting bodies ~- this one forms a crust on the W& 
ground with fruiting bodies. } 
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Congratulations to Mary White on receiving an 
Honory MeSce from Deacon University. Mary is a 
Life Member of this club. 


Those growing in blotches on trees or the ground 
are Crustose lichens ( dark orange in bright sunlight 
green in shade. ). Forms seen on concrete or roofs 
are usually Foliose or leafy. 
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Xanthoria - on roofs and seaside rocks. 
Hypogymnea - black underneath, silver lacelike on 
top and hollow. 


Lichens and Air Pollution 


The fruticose types collect dust and other 
floating debris for food, but if there is Sulphur 
Dioxide present they will die. 

Parmelia is fairly resistant to air pollution and 
these crusty ones seem to be all that grow in Sturt 
St. of Ballarat city. There has not yet beenan 
air pollution survey relative to lichen growth. 


To Distinguish Mosses and Liverworts from Lichen: - 


Basically, if it has leaves it is not lichen. 
If the leaves are spiral or stand out from the 
stem - moss; if flattened it is Club moss; if 
flattened, but leafy - liverwort. a; vs EA 
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One common form around Ballarat is the Cushion lichen, 
which has spouts amid a flat fertile branch with 


spots. 
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Pamelia - Brown fruiting bodies (Foliose). Black 


underneath with fawn and brown edges. BhA CK: 
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Yanthoria - Orange, white underneath, orange fruiting 
bodies. 


Hypogmnia - Hollow black nderneath, silver lacelike 
on top and hollow. 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 


On the Labour Day weekend March 7,8,9th, the 
V.F.N.C.A» will hold a campout at Inverloch, there 
will be excursions to Bunurong Cliffs and Shore 
Liptrap Peninsular /‘walkerville, a Spotlight walk, 
Eagles Nest or Cape Paterson. All members are 
welcome, for further details contact the Secretary. 


March Excursion -To Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 
This is a full day outing :- Leave Crocker's 
corner 9-30am. 
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Members Night:- March is members night please 
notify the secretary if you want to show slides 
or give a talk or report on any subject, max. 

40 minutes. 


February Excursion:- This will be a late afternoon 
trip, leave Crocker's corner 3-30 pm for the B.0.C. 
block 


Excursion to the Moorabool Reservoir, 


Sunday 7th December, 1986. 


What an afternoon! There had been storms in 
Adelaide, they were yet to arrive in Melbourne, and 
we were in between. Nevertheless, about a dozen 
undaunted souls led by Albert Perry departed 
promptly at 1.30 p.m. to travel via the White Swan 
reservior and the Barkstead area to the nortn side 
of the Moorabool reservior. There were a couple of 
stops on the way so that we could admire tne views 
that would have been viewable in better weather - 
this is really being over-pessimistic, as in fact, 
we were several hundred feet above Ballarat and there 
were some excellent views across to Mounts 
Warrenheip and Buninyong, and down to Wilson's and 
the Moorabool reservoirs. Albert assured us that the 
view while travelling east from the White Swan 
reservoir is, on a fine day, worth a trip in itself. 


The main stopping place was in the forest just 
north of the Moorabool.e Many birds could be heard; 
these included the grey thrush, rufous and golden 
whistlers, and the white-throated tree-creeper who 
meemed particularly vocal after each shower. A 
young kookaburra, possibly. on its first outing from 
the nest, and a koala drew many admiring comments. 
However, eyes were mostly looking downwards at the 
Wildflowers, with particular interest in a 

cinnamon bells count that Albert was conducting. 
There were large areas of ivy-leafed violet (Viola 
hederacea) and swamp isotome (Isotome fluviatilis); 
among the orchids were the common bird-orchid 
(Chiloglottis gunnii), tall greenhood (Pterostylis 
longiflora), musky caladenia (Caladenta augustata), 
and one great sun-orchid (Thely mitra grandiflora) 
with some twenty flowers on one stalke Along tne 
edges of the scraped track were wattle mat-rush 


ee filiformis) and spring mat-rush 

Lomandra longifolia), draping itself on the taller 
plants was climbing apple-berry (Billardiera scandens 
While the creamy-flowered Clé@matis aristata 
festooned the foadside fence as well. 


Lilies included the chocolate lily (Dichopogon 
strictus), pale vanilla lily (Arthropodium 
milleflorum), and black-anther flan-lily (Dianella 
revoluta). Also seen was the mint, blue ajuga (Ajuge 
australis); the pea, austral indigo (Indigo fera 
australis); small porantha (Rmircrophylla) and 
trailing ground-berry (Astrolonia prostrata). 


The final cinnamon bells (Gastroidia sesamoides) 
count was fifty, the tallest sixty centimetres. 


Thanks to Albert Pery for taking us on a most 
interesting excursion on a very wet day. 
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REPORTS, December meeting. 


Me. Dowling Hooded Robin, pair of White Eyed 
Duck at Learmonth. 
A. McErlaine White-Winged Triller in Wendouree. 


A. Morrison Peregrine Falcons at Piggoreet appeare 
to have successfully raised two young. 
L. Fink Last seasons Magpie "young" being fed 


by parents along with this seasons 
hatchling, at Meredith. 


Ke Hammond Six Cockatiels at Clunes Swamps; Two 
Banded Landrails and chick at Coghills 
Creek. 

G. Mangus Blue Tongued Lizard in garden at 


Mt. Pleasant. 


PAMILY FASBACHAE 


Some uutnorities give this us the neme for u fumily, 
formerly the suo-fumily, Fapilionatue. Others consider that 
" Pabaceze " should be 2 new nume for the former " Legumin- 
osue ". The sub-fumily, rupilionutee, was eurlier part of 
the very large ( i.e. large numoer of species ) family, 
Leguminosae. There were two other suo-families :- 
Caesalpinioideae ( genus Cussiu ) und Mimosoidese ( genus 


Acacia ). 


There ure plunts oelonging to avout 25 genera of Faoucexne 
in the Bullurat urea. 


The flower of the gurden peu muy oe taken as typvicul of 
the family. 


This flower is said to ve very irregulur ( zygomorphic }. 

The culyx is usually wu tube at the odbuse and has 5 teeth 
or lopes. 

the corollé consists of 5 petals : a large " stundard", 
two side "wings" and two smaller petals forming a "keel". 

There are 10 stamens. In tne pea 9 are united and i is 
free. 

The gynoecium is formed from one carpel and is superior. 


“here ure often interesting examples of flor.l mechanisms 


whicn, with the help of insects, usually oees, cuuse cross- 


pollinution to occur. 
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SUMMARY OF THa@ NOT#S ON BUCaALYPTS 


tka jor features of the 14 most common Hucalypts found naturally 
near sallarat. 


UMS :-— E. camaldulensis Large tree. Buds on long pedicels. 


( River Red Gum ) Cperculum stronyly vbeaked. 
5 : 
ue. ovata Usually found in poorly drained places. 
( Swamp Gum ) Juvenile leaves oval shaped. 
H. rubida White upright trunk. Juvenile leaves 
( Candlebark ) sessile. suds ulmost sessile. 
EH. Viminalis sark peels in long ribbons. Juvenile 
( Manna Gum ) leuves lanceolate anu sessile. 
i. yarraensis surk rough and persistent. reduncles 
( Yarra Gum ) slender toU.8 cm ( not many of tnesel) 
VA sieve t- gf. melliodsre iuiiorescence nus a long peduncle. 
( yellow Hox ) Buds pedicellate. Dise on fruit 
2 descending. 
i. aromaphloi« Bark has » distinct odour when ruboed. 
( Scent dark ) Long leaves. Fruit almost sessile. 
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E dives Adult leaves petiolate, broad, rich in 
( sroad-leaved P/t ) oil. Juvenile leaves sessile, ovate 
Z to heart- shaped. 
H. radiata adult leaves thin and narrow. Jase of 
( Narrow-leaved F/t ) juvenile leaves uround stem. suds rad- 


date froma central point - hence name. 


STRINGYBaRK GROUP :- 


RB. bexteri Buds on long pedicels ( cluo-shaped ) 
3 ( 3rown S/k ) Fruit large and round- disc ascending. 
adult leuves asymmetrical. 
&, macrorhynca Juvenile leaves have short retioles 


( Hed Stringy Bark ) und « slightly toothed edge. Operc- 
ulum pointed. Fruits have 3 projecting 
valves. ( Hence name ) 
E. obliqua adult leaves asymmetrical ( hence nume). 
\ wessmate 3/k ) suds club-shaped. Operculum has 4 
short point. ‘ruit winegluss shape 
valves descending ( sunken) H.H. 


